58                       THE HERITAGE OF KARNATAKA
inscriptions, are well worth noticing.    That a Brahmin
youth like MayuraSarma should feel the Pallava affront to
the extent of founding a kingdom of his own speaks for
his valour and tenacity of purpose as also for the general
atmosphere of heroic   self-assertion,   which   prevailed in
Karnataka from centuries past.   The description of the
Nadavar as 'men of pride, very dreadful*   (Abhimanigal
Atyugrar) is borne out strikingly by that founder of the
Kadamba house.   The story about Madhava, the earliest
member of the Ganga line,   that he cut a stone pillar
through with a sword given by his preceptor Simhanandi,
suggests the exceptional strength of the hero, though it
may have been nothing more than a myth.   The account of
the origin of the Hoysala family, which occurs in several
inscriptions, that a young boy named Sala pounced on a
tiger in a Jain temple with a mere stick or spike at the
instance of his tutor, who said 'strike* (Hoy), smote it
down and thus came to be called 'Hoysala', is thrilling.
The same martial spirit, that raised kingdoms, sustain-
ed great empires as well. The two Calukyan Empires and
the Rastrakuta, the Hoysala and the Vijayanagara Empires
are outstanding examples of the high capacity of the Kan*
nadigafor military organisation, conquest and consolida-
tion. It was in the teeth of stern opposition and in the face
of frequent danger from hostile forces that these empires
flourished, each for over 200 years. They withstood success-
fully the repeated attacks of the southern powers like the
Pallava and the Cola, repelled triumphantly the northern
invasions by Indian or foreign enemies and earned fame by
their conquests of lands in all quarters.